
LESSON 2
Are You Glad You’re Not in Charge?
If we accept the fact that everything we walk on, drive on, sit on or talk to belongs to God, 
doesn’t it follow that He would have orchestrated some sort of plan for all of it? What you and 
I can’t comprehend is that He had all of this in mind from the beginning. Paul talks about this 
in his letter to the Colossians...

Take a look at Colossians 1:16  

Read it again, more slowly this 
time. A few years ago, I noticed 
the prepositions in the above 
scripture. 

By Him
 Through Him

For Him  

His plan was totally 
comprehensive in the sense 
that our Lord was involved in 
every possible aspect of His 
creation and His resulting sovereign rule over it.

Sovereign is another one of those words that 
we sometimes say in church, but don’t really 
grasp the full meaning. It essentially means 
that our Father has supreme rule and authority 
over everything. That’s a tall order! But think 
of the implications for you and for me.

The fact that He is sovereign over His creation 
and His possessions, means not only that I don’t have the right to be in charge, but I also don’t 
have the need to be in charge! Think about it. That takes an enormous amount of pressure 
off  me. I don’t have to take on the burden of yesterday or tomorrow. I live for today, and I do 
so by His grace and through His strength.

The Old Testament has a few things to say on the subject as well. Deuteronomy 8:17:  
“Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me 
this wealth.’ But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you 
power to make wealth.”
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Do you get it? Sure, we go to school, learn a trade and put in a lot of eff ort to make a living.  
But ultimately, the skills we acquire and the wisdom we have to make decisions come from 
Him. So, we receive the paycheck and the benefi ts, but it all results from His sovereign will for 
us.

The fact that He has a plan for us should be at the top of our thanksgiving list. We’re clearly 
told in Jeremiah 29:11 that “I know the plans I have for you” and that His plan “is not for 
calamity to give you a future and a hope.”  Yes, you read it correctly, HOPE! How many times 
do we grumble and struggle through the day as if there is no hope for something better?  He 
never intended for you and me to do that.

It’s Not Just Academic

All of the above is easy to say, and maybe even easy to 
accept in theory. But what about the times when this 
sovereign plan of His looks like a train wreck from our 
perspective? The apostle Paul helps us in those times 
by the divinely inspired statements he made when he 
wrote to the Romans, specifi cally in Romans 8:28. “And 
we know that God causes all things to work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose.” Please note, Paul (or 
our Heavenly Father) never said all things are good.  
What he did say was that our Father can take all of the 
mess in our lives and weave it together for our perfect 
good in His perfect plan. Do we understand it all? No.  
Is it always fun? Defi nitely, no!  Do you love God? Do 
you have a sense that you are called according to His 
purpose? If you answered yes to the last two questions, 
can you trust Him to be true to His word? Emphatically, 
yes!
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“...I’ll show up and take care of you as I promised and 
bring you back home. I know what I’m doing. I have it 

all planned out—plans to take care of you, not abandon 
you, plans to give you the future you hope for...”

Jeremiah 29:11 (The Message)



REFLECTION: Meditate on the scriptures referenced from 
Deuteronomy, Jeremiah and Romans. If you really accepted His 
promises and did not waver in your faith of those promises, how 
would you deal diff erently with your past failures and your future 
hopes? If you are in the middle of a crisis at this moment, what 
assurances can you take from the fact that God is sovereign over 
your life? What level of comfort can you derive from Paul’s promise 
in Romans 8:28? How will you act diff erently tomorrow? Identify 
and prepare to discuss with your group the scripture, statement or 
concept that was most meaningful to you in this lesson.  Record 
your thoughts here:

ACTION STEP:  Surely there is at least one situation, relationship or 
activity that is happening right now that would benefi t from your 
looking at it from a “God is sovereign” perspective. Write on a note 
card whatever is foremost on your mind. On the back of that card, 
write a prayer similar to this:  “Father, I believe that you are sovereign 
over all. I believe that you orchestrate everything that happens in 
my life for ultimate good. Today, I place (whatever you wrote on 
the front side) in your very capable hands. I will trust you for the 
outcome. Thank You for giving me the peace that only comes from 

You.” Reread the card everyday. When the situation is resolved, remember to thank Him for 
the answered prayer.
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http://www.talkcp.com/newday2/
https://player.vimeo.com/external/217236643.hd.mp4?s=cc825dd4d4cbcfd1badd10a98d831f57de796b56&profile_id=174



